Background and aims: Necrotising enterocolitis (NEC), a serious gastrointestinal (GI) disease of prematurity, has a prevalence of 5-10% and mortality rate of 30%. The aetiology is not clearly defined. The GI microflora is involved with immune-regulation. Abnormal GI colonisation in premature infants may adversely affect immune-function predisposing to NEC. Cultivation studies suggest an alteration in GI organisms preceeding NEC. The aim of this study was to test this hypothesis using modern molecular methods.
